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; SOURCES Subject of HAVA 037, 8 October 1957 77, 


_ oe 
+ 4 7 : a 
station Coanentst : : . <e _ ook = 


ro Source offered to arrange a week’s tour of the Escanbray for any observer. 
we choose so thet we could "see for ourselves." He loaned the Station ~~ 
what was purcorted to be an official SFNE document entitled: zQue Bs El ~~ 
i II Frente Nacional Del Escazbray? (What 4s thé Second National Front of 
v4 the Escambray?) from which the information io parsgraph 11 was taken, 
q Verifax copies of the docnnent are attached for Headquarters, Base 
q 
i 


o>. See 
rated Aeteere oe 


Santiago de Cuba and Station files. 
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SUBJECT Segundo Frente Nacional del Escambray DATE OF REPORT 30 October 1958 
: NO. OF PAGES s ; 
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7 REFERENCES 


INFO. 27 October 1958 


PLACE & 
DATE ACQ. Cuba, Habana 29 Octoder 19 


SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT 1S TENTATIVE, 
Cond ’ sae d Z 

SOURCE, ‘ leader in Habana who has just retumod fran a 30-day tour of the 
Sierra Yecumbray (C). Appraisal of Content: Paragraphs 1-10 : 33 
Paregraph 11 : Documentary 


meee mee mene =. 


NOTE FOREGOING EXPLANATION. 
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‘\ . . . . 
1. Rebel forces in the Sierra Escambray, Province of Las Villas, now consist 
of one major force of about 1,100 men and two minor forces of about 100 
and 16 men each. The major force, which calls itself the Segundo Frente 
Nacional del Escambray (SFNE, Second National Front of the Escambray), 
consists of former students, members of the Organizacion Autentioca (OA, : 
Authentic Organization, followers of Carlos PRIO,. former president of Cuba), 


and members of the Partido del Pueblo Cubano (Ortodoxo), including follow- . , 
| 
! 
x 


eRe Se Uk 
- 


ers of Emilio OCHOA.! Organisational details of the SFNE are given in 
paregraph 11 below. The two minor groups are the Directorio Revolucion~ 
_  4&rio (DR, Revolutionary Directorate, a student revolutionary organizae 
tion) with about 100 men under Rolando CUBELA Secadess* and the 26 of, 
July Revolutionary Movenent with 16 mon under Ermesto "Che" GUEVARA. 


ATO ESE REE tat aoe me Um ee 


<0 wee 


i 2. The SFNE members see thessulves as the answer to the threat posed by the 
- 26 of July movement. While they desire to see BATISTA and his clique 

Ss driven out, they are not extrenists and would co-operate with the Cuban 
: Army toward the accomplishment of this end. Although there are many 
anti-BATISTA persons within the Cuban Army, the SINS is not in direct 
touch with any active conspirators therein at the present time, Ifa 
military junta were to be formed to oust BATISTA, however, the SFNE © 
would co-operate with that junta. With regard to SFNE-DR relations, 

the SFNE cannot become identified with the DR because of CUBELA’s 
fnvoivenent in the assassination of Colonel Antonio BLANCO Rico in 1956* 
and the consequent effect this might have on SFNE—Cutan Amy relations. 


3. “me SFNS occupies a territorial sone of great potential atrategic 
importance. Given sufficient ams, they believe that they could cauge . ..., 
a government crisis in Habana by seizing and holaing Las Villas Prov- 
ince, thereby cutting off Habana from its main sources of supply in Las 
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Villas, Canaguey, and Oriente Provinces. 
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The SYNE suffers from a serious shortage of arns and eraunition. 
Approximately 700 men have Italian carbloecs and a very few heavy weapons 
such as Johnsen autonatio rifles and Thusyeon submachine;unsa. The 
remainder of.,the man havo sidearmms. The,carvines were furnished by 
Carlos PALO from previously oxisting asus caches in Cuba. The SFNE, : 
has about $100,900 cash avallable in the United States to tuy arms but 
they age reluctant to chance losing the a:me to U. S. authorities, who 
have already colzed sone attempted shipments. The SKNE suspects that 
the 26 of duly Hovemont may have been res; onsible for such sqisures by . 
"tipping oft" the 0. 8. authorities. ad 


The SFNE 42 fecing ‘a stretegic crisis. Eecause of the armas and ambhu- 
nition shortage they must necessarily restrict the scope of their mlliw - 
tary activities. This means that as the 26 of July ferce under OUEVAHA 
begins to zet organized and to receive the full support of the interne 
tLonal 26 of July organization, they will be able to maintain a much 
hisher level of military activity than thst of the SRIE. 
tually result in a aeterioration of SYNY morale and in tho domination 
of the Escambray by SUEVAKA. The SYK estimates that this will take 
place before tia end of January 1959. They have told PRIO of this 
situation a are urging him to eend arms and aanunition as soon as 
possible. Tne CA mmmbers of the SYNE are sercing about 30 pergonal 


lettera to Pi:I0 urging his supporte od eget ’ 


Before GUEVAIA’s arrival in the Sierra eas toed was a‘ contin- 
gent of about 150 sympathizers of the 26 of July operating in thet 
area. About half of these have joined SULVAFA’s force, bringing it 

to 164 mens the reaainder have stayed with the SINE. GUEVARA’s force 
is well equipped with automatic weapons. ‘The amount of hig present 
supplids is not mown. He arrived with a supply train of 70 mules. 
There are no air etrips in his area, and the oaly way his supplies can - 


be auguented is by air drop. add in hen, = 


rv. 


The SFHE, oa the other hand, controls four sir strips and can control ~~ 


on demand a certain section of the coast higinay between Cienfuegos and ° 
Trinidad. Any of these can be used by X-} aircraft. No air shipments 
of ams or amunaition have been received by the SINE aa yet, although 
around early Octover they held the highway strip for five days awaiting 
such a flicht. The DR has received one air drop of Thompson submachine- 
guns, but most of these were broken under the inpact of the drop. 

It costs approximately $2,000 a day to maintain the fighting force 
of the SFNE. Most of this money is raised by taxes on the Escambray 
coffee harvest. Some financial and material aid comes from Habana 
fran the retavuardia (rearguard), as these S7IE supporters call them- 
selves. The Sri bas a smail meaical cepartuent consisting of ubout 
two doctors, two centiste, and several nurses. ‘They also have a 
shortwave transnitter vaiued at about $2,00U. The SFNE receives 
little aid fron abroad, where the 26 of July morenent sash cs all 


support tivities. : >} ut ; ae 1 


’ . 


‘The SYNE has little poktical ideclogy. Its fighting creed 4s "Liberty,: 


Justice, Denceracy, The Constitution cf °L0, and the Lone Star." Rather 
than create another flag as aid the 26 of July movement, the SFNE pre- 
fers to retain the Cuban banner with its sinzle stare - a 


fhe SFNE has completely controlled the problex of Camminism in ite 

sone. There are only two self-admitted Cocmuniste, who have been 
allowed to reuain in the zone on the condition that they remain : 
"quiet" (Trenquilo). Communist leaders. from Habana previously ene 

an approach to the SFNE to be allowed to participate in tne figt ela 
alongeide that organization. The request was made through sour : f= 


adsitted Sascunists whq resided in the Escanbray zone, on oF 
have since left the soney cad hone offer was ig iaF 
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. 1. “Fop: Ortodexe leader well known for his oppusition activities : 
: ; against. BATISTA» 


¢ 


2. . Former srailedt who participated: in the assassination in. 1956 of! 


{ 
be warts “Colonel Antonio BLANCO Rico, former Chief of: the Servicio de. 
se ae ee Inteligencia (SIM, Cuban Military, Intelligence: Service)»: 
deh TE Sy : : 
f ee 3. Argentine medica] doctor and’ 26 ‘of July: troop! Scshander who: was’ 
aes : reported by a fairly. reliable source. on 8 October 1958 to. hare, 7 “y 


reachéd Lae Villas Province: in’ ‘successful: drive free hele 
Sierre. ‘Mace tra in Oriente Provinees:; . : 


OUTTERREZ ‘and MORGAN have several ‘tees ied: geported’ as. ‘esters é 
-of rebel groups in the Sierra Escambray. MORGAN isa U. Ss 4 
citizen and reportedly a Korean war veteran. . 3 


Armando M. FLELTES Diaz, former medical student in the University 
of Habana; FLEITES has a long record of revolutionary activities 
and left Habana for exile in Hexico on 25 August 1958. . . 


Meaber of the National, Executive Committee of the Partido del 
Pueblo Cubano (Ortedoxo) (Cuban People’s Party-Orthodox). . 


Possible referee to ‘Alfredo ‘PEMA, ‘mentioned asa guerrilla™ : 
chief: in the'Sierra -Zecanbray_. in’ the June 1958 aad of 332 de"? 
Marzo, official” ‘organ. of tha’ Das fee 


an: “OA: menber. who signed a: declaration to’ the Coa i 
"people announoing the opening: of a: second: front. Soe en 


_ Probable reference to Jesus CARRERAS reported ‘in ‘the June, 1958 oe 
Aosie, of: 23 de de'Marzo to be in- the sion cradle: ae 
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